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FOREWARL

St. John the Evengelist Perisk kas a proud histary
end tradition, dating bask 145 yeers, ard our
present church twrilding is now 100 years old. As
wg Approach these anniversaries, we will come
together 10 re-dedicate our chorch bwileing. Owp
hizhnp will he bere ko celebrete with s,

fur church is wery besriful, Aol many who wisit tell

Thiz briasf mccount af me that it is very warm and friemdly insice. The
nemaries of S5t. John the church, howaver, is more tham itz building. The
Evongeliat parish 14 church i1s God's paopla. The building 1= His sanctuary.
written for the next Christ abides there day in esnd day out in the Blessed
gencraticn go they do nct Sacrament of the Evcherist, but He is there only for
vanish from the memac-y of g .

tha peaple whc will no ) ]
There will be many sairts in hegwen begeuzs of St.
lonees remamber,
- Jobm parish,  God's lews hos coee B0 osoomany Eheoogh
this parish and the papple. Whan we re-dedicate our
Msgr. John J. ¥ogel

\OE7 church building on the anniversexy of the 100 years

of existence, we must also re-dedicate our heerts.
We want gur hearts to bwrn with the fire of love for
God. e went to give our hearts to Christ so much
that the fira of the Holy Spirdit burns within ws.
This is the must important dedication wa can maka.
it ia the dedicetion which Gad i=s looking for.

WE DCOXCATC OUR [ICARTSA

Father Thomas E. Qady
Pastar
1995
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5T. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH
1895 - 19885

1985

Ha have vesched the hilatorZe one-hundredih
annlrersacy of pur pregent church bullding. A
backwacd glance is in order. This centepnial
celabration s of our chureh boillding enly. dur
school, tectoarr, aod other makeup of the parish wiil
be included whar we calebrate S¢. Fohn am a 150-year -
old copgregacion in the year 2MHME,

LONE, LAHE A&
In 1836, Dafiance waa incorporated aa a village. The
aptimeted populaticn was F0G. Five vasra later im
LE4L, Tather imadens Rappe celebreted the firet Hass
horg in the bhome of Timothy Fitzpatrick. Therte wera
two LCatholic familias smd ndine dndlvidvals liviog 1o
Dofianca ot the rims.
ln 158&4, three yeare aiter thie Zicat Mass, Horacfe
7. Phillips - omw of twoe men who laid eub the oicy
of Daflance in 1822 - donated a lot ac the corner of
Fifth 3traeat and Jackeon Avgnue to the Catholice of
Defilance.
The First church was built &t thie aite bhefors the
and of 1344, a small log siruciure, and was nemed after
3t. Johm the Evangeliest. The firet residant pastor;
Rev, Louis J, Filiere, was gppointed to 5t. Joho 1n
1830, Usere were LS famillea in the pariel. ODur
gecond pastor was devw. Francis Wésterholt and he
sprarheaded phe driva te build a mew brick chuech
35 x 75 [eet and twice the sizme of the first chuech,
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The cornersrons was 1ald in L334,
THE SEVENTIES
Llmest frem Lhe beginming, S€. Joho parlsh hed s
Catholic grade achoal. For a time, the Ristera of
the Moat Frecious Flood from Minster, (hilo conducted
¢ agses, cabtinelng aebll 1870, Tn April of 1AM,
the Sigters of 53t. agmesn of roend 4 lac, Wisconsin
took charge nf the achoel. They ronkdinoed o that
capacity for 115 yeavs wunttl 1985, helplog to educate
marty hnedreds n® Ae. John parfeshlonera., We are
[orever in thelr debk.
Tn 1BT3, nut crmgregarfon wis divided into two
smaller ones: Bc. Johw #nd 5¢. Hary., ESlmce a majority
af the early sartlere of Tefiance were of Garman
deseent, Ehab langdage had been used duriag church
gervricaa, By 1B7S, many Tefiance Catholice apoke
Erglish aad Biabop Gilmour allowed thila group ko skarck
the parieh of GBt. Maryp. After World Wae I, the
eroan language wad diescontinuaed 1n Sc. John =zervices.
THE HIRETIES
Bew. Jaeeph Gloden [the one with the extremely loung
bteardd became pastor in 1391, He puechazed aoother
lot on Jackaon Avanue adjacant to the parish properky
and then set owt to build a pew chuech. The corner-—
gtone of this bullding whoss icthday we are
celebrating this year, waz lald in Mey 1895. The
supcratricture was ¢rected and sneclosed dutlng the

summuar. The churzh was gelasmmly dedicated by

Bighop Horatmasn oa 3aptembar 13, 1898, The mew
chuteh had a cosk of $24,000 and $16,000 wae aleecady
aald.
Blebwp Hoersemann domated the statwes of Hary aod
Jogsesh (now side by side asove chwe Holy Family altar)
a3 a token of afiz apprzelotion to the pariszh, Other
spactldal dvjations insladed the cower clock, bulle by
Joam Funck and danated by Tohn Beesf khe Ewa aide
altars glven by the Young Ladlss Sodalieyy che
jtatlona of the Cross given by Father Cladzn ot a
cost of 310003 Young Men's Society donated cha
status of the Sacrod Heark} the loacge sekrined glnas
wiadows givea 3y 5t. Boniface Socizty aod the
Catholie Enfghta of Qhiloy & 1700 1b. bell given by
the Dramatic Society: aod a 1300 1b. bell ziven by
tha achoel chnlldeen. PBoth of chesc belle ressin in
the bell towar today.

1900 - 1580
In 1953, Mgpr. John J. Voeel hecamse pastor of the
parizh. Umne of hls flrst projecks wea to claar ouk
tha ®azement of the chorch and coowert It into a
madecn Auditorium, camplete with kibtchen and etags,
Formal opening waa In Thecember 1934, During the next
vear the narth side confesmsdonal was tecessed.
sdditional renovation to the kitchen waz dome and
pquipment inetalled in 1270 to consbroct a medern
cafeterin to provide delly meals for the school
childrem.



When che chureh basemenc was Ccotverted lote & hall
in |%54, a cement floor was poured aond the side
walls formed with cement blocks, but the ceiling
Pipee enc wirdng were leit exposed. TIL was
determioed fn 19ELl, after & study was conpletad by
Toeledio Eéison fampaty on fuel ecotumy, Be Again
ranovate Cha basement. Arnie Loefiler was awarded
the conktrack for the necegyarty romstroction. The
celling wae loweved with suspended celling tiles;
the windows wate rovered nver with wollbeard, ac
were el) the walls; then paneling was instal.ed on
the hotEnm half,

There were many men ifrem the parish who volunteered:
Tomy Flgnataro, Atchie Steingasse, Virglil Gelger,
Melson Uhwiey and Clateonce Hever, to neme a few. The
wallpepering wag headed up by Helen Hetz with Dorothe:
Heyer, Phyllis Clemens and Jranne Melaowe:]l helping.
The floor tile waz Ingtalled the wext yaar avd a new
atege curktain im L9H3.

Wow «~ = = back upstalre to church.

In 1881 the aanctuary was enlarged by ranoving che
gteps acroed the wideh of the sanctuwer> and fhe
gpace added to the sanctuatry fleot.

The #nest project was undattakan in 1954 when s naw
Flreproof gtalveaze was lbostalled on the south side
of the ehurch which led ko tha baleony. & =ma’l

Cry Room replacad the atairwaell located on Che norch

#lda of the church snd extended paxyt way into the

g

vegtibule, The westibules sod baptistry weke painted.
Sandblasting ot the church began 1o L96F. This
netuded the fromt, oorrh and south walla and the
tower. 411 dererivrated bricks were restored, mercar
Jodinte were tuckpodnted, and windows were caulked
where needed.
The cupnla was replacad and rovered with 20 ounce
copper.  Bird conttals were reneved and broken and
nissing elatre Taplared. Dwwn fpoata and atralmer
hozes wera Tepaired.
1947 zaw the completion nf the ramp entrance oo tha
ngrth aide of the church. AL the time, elecfric
heating mate waye mrfad {n Ehz concrete jusk
memeatt the surfazce Lo keep 16 free from dre and
gnod, Lt I3 gbout 53 Fro long and 43 fr. wide, and
1z ¢onvendently accessible to the parking lot.
The top pf the bell tnwer was rmce azalp vepairad In
146% and a mew and latgetr ctoss made of atainless
pteal replaced the old croze,. The capper sheathing
of both tower and eupoly Was replaced, new louvres
wats Efngtalled and the copols was moimted with a
sfalnless steel crose. The cupola with 1t open
Lagyrag iz nat an ornament. The trovres are
nactosary Eo provide proper wentllablion for Ethe
church atkle,

19860 = 1994
Father Jamen Sgy was agglpned as paster of 5t. .loln

in 1981. Early In hils pastorate, he instigated the
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93 oW [und delve to ralse $95.000 to give a face~
Lifc ti this 2difi¢e — chen 36 years old.

Tne remedeling included extendlng the sapctuary.
Biking Che 2lcar claser a3 che congrezation “faor
greater liturgicsl participstion and esohancement.”
The tabaranacl: wau reaprsed at Che clghc side of che
gancbtaary. A striking wall marsl in the btabarnacle
niche waa painted by artiet parishicnec Michalla
Monk.

Left of the sanctuary was placed the Holy Family
wtabiles ahove a new, amaller altar. Walwut pews

gngd sanctuary Furnlghlngs were all new. GShades of
maiwe And horgondy wete sareied ode In the carpetdng
and paltttlag, chosen Lo cobgpliment che beautifnl
chirch windnws .

Dedicativn oif tha new altar and blessing ol Che
redecorated church was July L0, 1983, Officfant was
Bishop Jamas K. Holifman.

Member= of the rTedecoreting committes were! Jim
zilli=, Elodis Steffel, Catherine Cline, Joaooe
Helvowell , Sandy Sucher, Barhara Delaney, Michasl
Hoezzpner, Therese Dacuet, Faul Evoechkel, Joe Meyer,
Bew. George Wenzinger.

The caskts of §156.030 to cover most recent overthsul
wl aue beloved bulldicg wire domakwed co S€. Jobhn In
estates of pavishioners.

In L9894, ropadrs were made to the bhall and olack
towetr dgalin, the notch aod south entrance wings, the

re

wegt chlimney, pllaster finlals, and clock Faces,
Hew glock faces are 174 dnch glized derylic with
Foman tumerals and wminute marks. Frame is
fabricated kcoe-sccoticm aluminum.
Fivally, o tew aut of steps was installed ce alter
the former LM-vonr-cld epprecach to S5t. Jokn the
Evangelist Chutch, Defiance, Okic L. 5. 4.

FATHEE AHADEUS BRAPFE
Father Rappe was btorn 1o Fremce
in 1B41. Perty years later,
he cffered the first Mass in
Defiance. Thic.
In 1841 he had bBeen appointed
paatoer cf the willage of

Tocledo and the cattlements of

the Maumce wolley. Ea proceeded to establial St.
Franria de Sales, Taledo, the firvst Catholie chureh

in narthwesat Okie. Ametler fast wes o establish

5t. John the Evargeliat to gevve as missian center for
norchweat Dhic. All tvavellng wezs done on hwoese back.
khen che Diocese of Clevelend was formed 1in (GBET,
Pather Happe wae ndamed its Firstc Bishop. Te died dn
1877 and was laid te rvest In & waalk ip the Cathedral,

having served Ll= lazt years 4z 2 missdovary again,

te
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What does 8 bullding of 100 years feel? Doea 1t have
gchea and palns? Does it have joys and sorrowa?
Does it vemember the woung aod che old?
Yery eszentlal partz of our church bpllding are che
altars, the pews., the flxtures, the organ == ah res,
the organ. These are all inanjwate objects; bug
related to the organ is tha cholr — which was a
perc of 5c. Joltt 2lnee Ihis sCructute wds Zicar
giegitpled Lo 1895, Mame of those members are now
WH! wears old, althe Cheee weta patishionaca whao
redached the age of 100 == Hra. Loulze Schoucker
vdied 19667, Mrs. Caroline Erutsch (died 1977],
Mr, Johm Molan {died 1979}, and Mrs. Anna W. Steffel
idled 19850,
The Sisters of S5t. Agnes wha scaffed St. Jdohn Achond
4150 provided the organicgt. Former gacriatan,
Mild-ed Erceckel Carman, recalts standing heside the
¢ld, old organ to turn the pages when Hlater played
for servicea. Of caurse, chere was no Zarnreday
evening Haegs in LBY3L Sister wag avallable For #3000
and 10N a.m. Sunday Hazsex. AlFkernafa organipsts
wera Mo, Fraok Ddehl aod Misa Lda Aghpacher., Uholr
divector war Mike Walr., Chafr mamhers nf first
recalleccion were Joht, Carl adod Jeseph Ecx, Jogeph

Kraackel, farl Hanch, 1ahn 3teinberger, Linus

rE

Froelich, BEichard Yanges: and & 1ictle lader Florian
Eck, alex Itome, Frank Weber, Leo Walz, Horry Lucl,
and Hanle and Carl Raoer.

Wien & tteéw Papge ocrpan wad purchesad 1o 1822, HMr.

John Eck was cholt divector apmd his dawghter, Frances,
otpandst. She me=tved untll 1937 when ashe marriced
Joaeph Grogan and moved to  Columbus snd theoce to
Athens, Dhio.

Father J. I. Sefilll became assistank pastor in 1935,
He implamszoted the Gregorliaa Chant and a new cholr
was formed for helldey/Holyday celebrations.
Comgregabionsl aingiog bad epalen kfa Fuen. Bebky

Eck Maag was organist from 1937 to 1944 and a reoidant
Jister of S, Agnes belped as leader foe several yeara.
When Woeld Wag IT was declared in I94L1, the youny men
(Jim Imber, Frap Selbect, theee Selbenick brothers:
THck, Bernie and Paul, and Bund Eehres) were called to
serve thelr countrys The cholt bacame fewdinine]
Marparet Bench Eissoer was a member of Chat group and
is 5611l singing in today's cholcl

Thw organ woew 1n wse wis perchased and Jedicated in
1978, Tt was installed in the choirfurgan lafe as
wae custowary. Bub tradlcion was braket shaccly

when the organ and cholr were moved dewpstadiro to the
present location.

Crganlats who have served are: Fonica Wilson, Judy
Steffel Callina, Tim Burne, Ddlana Haver, Fater

Bortogly, Ilene Gatweod, Ian Feyer; Itens Bvhng

F,



Frank DTambrogia, Joe Mever, Aon Kisaner Branham,
Carolyn Willfa has heen a volunkeer Eor many years,

qur organfsc/1itorgiat do 1995 is Pavid Meningetr.

0 TYOU EFMEMBER?

Forew Houre Frocesslion

Et. Joesph Branch Cathelic Keiphte of Ghio

DPramatic Socdety
Se. Bonlface Socieky

Promotere of Zocleey of Fropagablos ofF Faith

5t. Ann Rosary Guild

Young Ladies Sodality
E.5.a.

Holy Mame Socleby

£t. VMincenk de Paw] EBsefetyr
Chriet Benews HEe Paciszh
Hardaniee Study Club

Larala Study Clah

FEHEW Croups

Loak-it-up Club

Cachelie Youth Organization
Guadalupe Seeleky

Fatna Hiocion

Ciltele of Hacy

Block Roaary

Somc of thesc ovganizotions have been described lo

detall 1o this beoklet . . .

your rogall.

PAETDRAT, ASSOCTATES

Fastoral Aazoclote for 5t. Jehmn 1o now Connie [Mes., Rick)

HMuEfitE.

the followed Joel Brickner, Sr. Margarat M. Lauwx,
Deacon Marty Lukes and Et. Helen.

the others eTe for

THE HALL

SUIAY MOBMIMNG COFFEE ANMD ROLLS
May 1968 saw the Boy Scouts seryipg coffee amd tolls
after the Bad) a.m. Hace ac 4 fund tafeer. When Ehey
decided o disectitinue, Farish Councll rook over the
rogponsdibllity {n 1978, The purpose wae to bulld
communlty splele 1o the pavlsl.
Early osrganirzers included Rizhard and Carhy Cline.
Gerry and Helena Myers, Bebtcy Hekos, Jik and Jeony
¥aldron, Lois Wals, Helem Dichl, Margarvet Schaufele,
amd Lorraine and Eugene Andrews.
It 13 Interesting to noke that Brunc Beoch of Hench's
Bakery dondted all the doughnuts and zupplies as lorg
n2 he was meoeger of the bakery.
In March of 1982, checkbook reeccrds wetée begur with
Jim apd Pat McEele asrving oa treascvrers for mony
yveare. Other paat leaders kave beerc Tom snc Caroelyn
Floey, Jim and Kedonna Conlon, and corcent orgomizors
Mary Ann and Carrcl Tilla.
The denatioes scllaected at the breskfasts hewe beon
ugflized by many chureh orgsnizetions inclading the
thoede, CCOD, cafeteriam, selwol, BECLA, snd window
project.
Cpffes and Folls haz been in eddsatence thesse paat
sevanteen years thanks to the «1ilingnesse of 30 many
peerle o serve as hases each Sunday woening. Think
of a1t che frilendships that have been made over Ele

years becenuse of Gunday morning Coffee and Talisl

FLY



MOMDAT
Since June 1979, evary Mondes night has bocen "bingo
pight™ in %c. Jokm hall, Originally menaged by Greg
Dieringer (deceamned} and tewsd by Fred Walagerbee,
it haa bacn a acuree of Income fot Che school.
Thank =»ou, binge peeple!
TUESDAY
Tuesdar night is meecing night for Boy Scoubs,
Scoutmaater 1is Dave Hohenberger and Cub Scout leader
1s Bud Sandecra. Hob Twrner of 55, John 15 nowr
Agalatant Jiztrrict commirsioner for scouting.
VENNESDAT
On Wednegday nilght the hall ia uged For SCD zlasmzes.
THUBSCAT
Thursday has been mezting nlght For Chrelstian Yothers,
FeTsfe, Bruwnle Glel Scoubn [(led by Boanie Hally) aod
Junior GEirl Scouts {led by Harllyn Miller and
Harguerlie Willlie=u).
FRIDATY
"Friduy Wlght Ls e Lonellest WIght of the Week,"”
LA B B AN
While the Exont helf of the hell houses the scheel
cafeteria (menaped by Theresa Kilel, store room and
3taga, the vaar has becomne 8 work space for the

ecine]l arkb ¢laggea. Check thedr displayal

i

NTR CAURCH S1GN
by Lois Bithm
(in her oWn Words)
Whenever my husband aod I hed vacetion time to traval
Che 0.5.4., we fouad It Jifficult to find a Cachalic
Church and tae time of Mass. OJur own St. John's
4idn't have this informatisn.
We dizzuzged this with Pether Dooald Klesue. He had
marriel ua June 5, 1¥4% and was once again the pastoc
of 8t. John's 2% wears later, our Silver Wedding
Lpnnivarssary in L9735,
He desipned the box to match the archirecture of the
rhurch. Tenoeseee pranite, Indisna sandstome, trim
cap and letter box were purchasaed. Father EKlaus cuk
the grenites my husband Louls EBebm did the eleckricsl
work and several mem of the perish helped beild 1E.
It was finizshed im June 1973 == pur 25th wedding
ennlversary.
In 1990, wa had Mark Homler cot the name, St. .bohma
Cathalic, im the cap of the box.
rer the last 22X yeara, 1 have pleced aeasonal
readingg,. Choveh announcemenbs, avenrs and reading
for you to raflect an.
Hepefully, 1t bas balped pom o knaw ahoeik 36 Tohbms.
bateds .ume [§, 1995,
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BOSTER OF STSTERS FEDM S5T. JOHNW L 5 A ASRICTATES

The C 5 A Asgocdietes i 8 group of Christ{en women
Farty-elght gErls feom 5t. John parish entered the

and men who,. called by the S5piric, formed a taith
Cungregai Lo of the Sisters ul 3L, Agmexn, Patixh

rrwminl ty with the Slaters of 5t. Agnes to mstnally
faniliey whose daughters had sarved as Sisters of

degpen thelr baptiemal cormmitmeni.
this order since 1670 include: Woelsiflfer, Schmick,

Daub, Singer, Welkinger, Streit, Walz, Eshl, Eck,
Hengatlar, Duck, Weber, Desch, Hoeeffel, Asbbavber,
Schwab, EToeckel., Michenfalder. Boff., Westrick,
S5aibenick.

"Topether we celebrate CGod's presence in 1life, affirm
our glfte, and cell eme ancther to respond mors desply
tx God'e wave In our lives., Through the Spirit, we
become tranaformed and are ampowered wilth the C 5 4

cheriem to extend the congregation's misaion to thoze
Elv members of C.5.4, still «all St. Joho home:

EY, M, Faugcine Pagacs (entered L9_9)
Br. Mary Anmn Schlegel (entered L¥2l}
3r. M. agatha HelmTlch (entered 1926}

whoese lives we touch, to the Church, and to owr world.”
The grouwp wag formed about six years ago by Slstey
Jean Hraun from Fort Waype. When she was moved, 5ister

Martha Fretscehmey took her place and comes from Fork
3r. Mary Edmund Schetrer {entéred 1938

Hayo=, 5t. Jogeph parish to be with the group. Thers
3r. H. Julaine Meyer (enrered [933)

ave nlne ladies from SE. Jolwm and one Erom Maryadala

5r. Honlea Justkf teced 1969
T ente ustinger (en ! who belong to this group.

S5¢. 4dacenella Froelich celebraced seventy yeara ae a
i We are recowmikbted eveey wear. This year the praver

Sister of tha Precious Blopd on July 9, L1995 here at

gervice of recommitment was held ab 8t, Jogeph parish
5t. Jeho.

In Fort Weayne durinp Lent.

Er. H. G L Geibert i ber of Hissionar
£ fUeVLiEVE SR1he £ & meHhE ¥ 4Ar this service, we 9aid that we degired to continue

SiEer E che 3 d Hearc:, terlng Chat prder
1ERETE @ AETEN Heart. &m 8 o deepen our Life with Cod, and raspond mora fully to

upea complation of the eighth grade im the 19404,
F P £ g aur baptismal call a3 an asspciate, in the spirit and
r. Luey Ki®ffer, Siatera of Hefre Damz, will

wigsien of the Coagregatloen of 5t Agnes,
celehrate her golden jubllee in L996.

- harathy Meyer
ir. PRecal Fieher haa bheem A Tiffia Fraaclscan alace

1%2A.

1§ 79



CHRISTIAN MOTHERS AHND ALTAR SOCIFTY
Aur filrst memory of Christian Motherz datee back to
the "20& and "303 when then '"nen-werking' mothers held
thelr meetinga in the sfternoon in the old =choal hall.
fome ladles swalked several miles to meeb and anjoy an
afternoon with thelr church frierds 2nd plan activities
guch as chicken dinners and Festivels for the parish.
¥hen school clasass were finisked far the dar, sons
and daughrare went dcowneteirs to meet their nathera
and, more importantlys tc partake of vefreshiental
Hrs. ¥stherine Zimmerman brought her accordlon and
that was a real treat. It was befove tha davae of
televiaion and Lawrerce Welk and zome of ug had never
gean an accordion.
Eut long befcre that «— 1In 1892 —— even bBefore Lhe
preaent church was bulll —— cthe Avcheuulrateruliy ol
Chrigtian Fothers was established ar 5t. Johm'a and
Lo 1992 velebedled ivs 100-year suniversaey.  Bev.
Fertin Rell from Matlonal Hesdowacters in Pittsburzh,
Fecosylvduia wes pregeul o0 dhls ovcasloe.  Altar
Go¢lety became 8 parct of Chrietian Mothers when the
lac [ex I[nvited thedr unmerriled sisters to joim.  Thia
cortinues today.
The Corfraternily has naver loet sight of the purpose
the mothers had in mind whem they originally gathered
Lo pray for themaelves that they would become becter
wives snd mothera end to pray for thelr chlldren te be
good Cstholdca. Teoday, they also care for che alecar

24

and eanctuary, directed by Elodle £teffel, Saevistan,
(Elodie was tralaed for her “job" bx Fathker Dornzld
Elaug. That waz 25 years ago, Thank you, thaok youw,
Elodie.

fne ofF the acoonpl isbtments that Chrierian Mothere can
lay «lcim o frum thie very beglnondong wea the formation
nf & program to provide assistance to families Io

Llheir bomes ab Ehe ¢loe ol death of a leved one. I
later vears, they catered a dinner in the church hall
Fuolluwing the Fungral, Agnes Coreasel and Hargaret
Beckatr wetre the team in charge [or nearly nineteen
rEAbs.

betts nat forget the cooks far the parish feativala
Fran Weber has writien sboor.  AlL aembers of Christian
Rothera, they laclodad Ollie Seibenick, JSannie Seibart,
Tucy ®ulan, Azwowh and Blanche Baver, Laura Jaeobk, Euth
HeCerthy, Zita Arend,

Angther projsct undectaken Lu earlier yeave by membars
[Corrine Boff, now 95% Ida Baker, Rosle Winck, Hilda
Layman) was maklog gollies amd cowlorbts for the migraat
fanilier who mowved inte Morthwest Ohlo ares,. Father
Ozpa wae speciul minilster to these (alks, many of

whom remained hSere to become Deflance clblzens and
members of S5b. Jobhn parish.

special mention Lz wade of ooe of the present membetra,
Eernls Rahmel, wha hea twice held every offfce in Clhe
pocisty and served as president three times. Bernls
has a daughter, Jackle Hoellvich, who slao swrves] aws

president .

Ei



CIRCLE OF HARY
{HOT YET A MEMORY)
In 1994, three friemds, Cheryl Fshnast, Hancy Badeau,
and Eenlae Hench were dilseuseing Bible ztudy gvoups,
praver circles, and their "mothering” isauweg. Each
woman had [eld & need far & support ayatem of actlhar
womz Whko met to study the Elhle, Catholic teachiwge,
ang ko pray faor the famdly,
From this “friemndly" dlscussien, #ad With the approval
ant blessing of Father Tom Jedy, GCitele of Mary began
on the second and fourth Saturdays of each wonth for
one hour.
There are no cfficers, dues, attendance taken; aa it
i1 ot a club or organization. It 13 a gatheriog of
Catholic moms whe zhare their experience wwith each
wthet and wplift ooe apother. Jome topica diacuassed
lhare besn Induigencea and geacea, 3t. Mowmlea and 5t
hupuidtbine, Eeeoage relellion, aond the new Catholle
GCatechigm, TRach sesgion ends with a praver clrcle
4= the meme pray for each veber aml thetr fawllies.
&4ll wopen are welcome to come bo Cleele «f Mary at
any Line.
MHARLANITE STULY CLUB
™iiy ks & group Loraed lo the 19303 by plels =scill
in high s¢hool wlth che Blesaed Vicxln Marvy as Cheir
patron aud dedlcated Lo saving o decade of Lhe
roaary [each on¢ asslaned a certain mystery —
Surrowful, Glocleus, Juwlul} thus ufiering a [Licesn

decade romary every dav.
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Event tho scattered cwaer the Unlted 3tatea, Chey
endogwnr to Mmoot govery Bwa years, usually when Slster
Lucy, 5.M.D. from Californlia visits het home fown or
Elizoboth Efconctr Smikk vigits from Phoenix, Ari=ona.
They most recently met and attended the fumeral of
Rzaemary Froelich who died July 1, 19%5.

5T. BOMIFACE SOCTETY
Io 1362, the Boniface Socilety was foundocd by Father
Dari=1 O'¥eefe. The firat nome given to the sociacy
waz SL. John"a Roman Catholils EBepevolent Society and
the fitst meeting waa held February 9, 1BE6S. Officars
elected were J. B. Welscnburger, presidont; Jaceh
Karst, wice pregident: .J. 5. Haller, secretary and
A. Vamdenbroak, tressurer.
The purpoese of the society was to put into practice
the corporal worka of mercy whieh pertained to the
glck and dving. The mewbers dues wera twenkby=five
cenka per motth. This mooey was then disperasd to
ttee sick members of the aociety, each receivinog $35.00
per week., At the death o any member. thae widow
tecelved %1.00 from each memher of the pacietw. The
members of che soclepy alaa furnished help dn fhe
home of rthe sick, 1.e., two men far che night watch
ard alxa durlng the cime of rhe funeral if the 2ick
member should die.
The society was temporarily disbanded March 12, 1&71.
On April 18, 1873, 1t wax rectganlzed wnder Fathex

Chris Viere and received the wame, &t. Doriface
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fnclary. Preides making wearly contributioncs eo Se,
Jotn's parish, they conatec the large setalned glass
window in the transept in 1&85. This dépicts the
atimunelaticn of the Eleszed Virgin Mary, During the
woar 1919, thke Bonilzee Sogicky, plong with othex
societien, wotrked haed [0 pay off the achool debt.
The asaclety conbineed Eo bg gotive unell July 19462,
Because 0f dwirdling of membership, it was decided tao
diaband.

CATHOLIC YOUTH OBGANTZATTON
The Catholie Youth Orgenization (C.¥.0.) had it
Eeginning do owr diocese fo 1934, The purpoae was
te bring yourg Cetholics cloeer to thelr church,
c¢lose to other Cathkolic young people, and thus
become bortar Cathelice snd bBetter sesbers of aoelcey.
The chapter at 5r. Joho was divided intoe junlor
and weniar unita. In the former were the youth of
high school age, ecd i the latbter, hilgh school
produstsas. Io 1939 there wete 41 ia che acnior undk
and B4 fn the junder writ. The purpose was the

Fromotlon of & balanced program of gpirdtunl;

¢ultural, physical ard scecfal aceivities, snd eacondly, -

the cogpsration of wewbere idn all porechial cetivities.
Father Josaph Schill was tha director with Joho
Steilnberger, precidenti Winifred Thureman, wice-
president; Donald wWebet, secretary; Tom EBarber,
treasurer; Madonna Fisher, apiritual, James Ilmber,

cultural and Mary Eck, scedal committeemen,
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Among tha qulturel aerivities were music, sewing,
dramatica, discussion ciub sod study growps.

In dramatics one publie performance wee givan atmually,
with short playe pivet at meetimgs. Chrlacian Karriage
and Family 1ife was o kople of the DPigcussion Club.
Sucial actlvities included sypervised scelal effairs,
skating partles, welner toasts and bikes.

Or 2 glven Sundey each month, the youthe would unite

fn & group &nd roceive Holy Cosmunilon in & body at

the szvly Mess. This was followed by a breakfast in
the =chval hall preparcd by the wmothers.

During World War II, prayers were cffered by the

0,Y.0. at & weekly Holy Howr for owur bays fm =ervice.
In the vears bo follow the youche Erom che Defdance
Deanecy £ot Cogether far social and spirditus] aetiwities
god thils group was known as TLCLE.T.

Later yuuth mindatrr shanged from T.Y.0, to an accive
youth team that plans events, Our curcenc youth team
has represeatatives From the three schoole our parlch
zerves: Ayersvrille, Tinora and Pefiance. Hambets
range from freslmen to aeilers and intevestsd sdulre.
Representatlvag are also present from High Schoosl,

0CD, Teuwth Hass sad Taeans Encouncer Cheist  (TEC)-

Dur dlocesan youkn depactment has broken down Horth-
west Jhia Lloes asveral geogrophlcal areae. Uur parish
helonge to the Crossroade area. EBach year youth from
Lhe Croasroads area plan gatheringa, spares, prayer

and service events. The dipcese 48 A whole promotes
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youth eveots like the anmual wyeuth confarence, winter
fun day nnd Walls for Lifz. St. Johe hos had good
parficipacion in thesze eventa.

TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) 1z a8 diocesan retceat
held in Carey, Ohioc. Tt iz open to High School
Juniosrs, Senlors and Veeztes 1 callege. The them=
of the weekemd i= the “Pagchal Mystery." Throughout
the wears ocur paviash has sent many yauth to the
weakend. Thiz retveat movement in the dlocesa of
Toelcds 13 in 1ks 26tk year,

Youth reams, batl past and present, have teken on the
eespott=ibility of plamning accial, spirituval and
setvice projects for cut wouth, These heve included
fleld trdps, fund rafisers and service suppart for
pariah happenings. & youth Mass is beld each monkh

and youths £from the avea are imvited to attemd. Thie

past Year a4 youth retreal program wasa skaveed up again,
It was held at the K. of O. hall. Eweryone lhad & aupec

Eim: amd we hope to make thiz an anpual event.

et youth are part of tha church Fodey. FPraverlo]l
support is needad bo keep young pecple ¢lase to the
Lavd and their feith.

R

GUAIMIOPFE SOCIETY OF 5T, HIHN
It ip Decembar 12 and famlliez of Latin American
degcent bring roses tu chorch to bonor Mary on her
feaat day of Qur Lady of Curadalups. Thix custom
1z cbhserved at 5E. John.
In cenjunction with the sratuwes of ghe Holy Famlly
oo tha aouth eide af our church, there ig a portraik
af Mary wearing R mantills gs she ig honmared az Our
Lady of Guadalupe and pattoness of Mexico and all
the Americas-
The Guadalupe Sociaty «os founded in Yesico and
branched to the United Statas. Guadalupe Scciecy ol
St. John was organized in 1972 utider the guidange of
Fathar Dawid Pack. Thke presert 15 actdws membars
now meet every cther mortk to eonduct Bible studlem
and ald tke migrante 1o vsriovs wave.
The Scciety etrives to wumite &11 thelr familics, to
urderstandé the Catholis feith, to remein fairhful
te thelr religfion and Ehe Church, b0 pressrye Cha
Larin American eulture for the naxt genercation, and
ke 1ive with one angther in peace, unity and
bratherhaod,

Raul Careda 1w precident of the zoclety.
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ST VIRCENT da PAOL SOCIETT

The 5c. Vipcent de Paul Soclety was arpanized In
Hovanher 1955 and was dediecsted aclelwy and exclusivaly
(o works of charity. HMenbers Wouwld meer ovoce 8 weégk
Lo pray. meditate and plan deada of nercy and charikw.
Each week, members wauwld go out 1n paire ia vileit the
pirny, the careless and the fatlep—assy Catholiead.
“here were gekive nenbers who did the footwork and
honnrary semhets whne assisted the Soclebv's ackivibles
by wolunteer contbributlons.
T the lafm 'afte o+ sarly "7k tha groop 3 shanded
and seweral] of 1(g membars jolned 3t, Hary's group
Fret & vear At twn.

LRCFLITO
Tn the eariy days nf the parish, a pgrorka dedfrared
bo sur Lady of Lourdes and Bernadetbte was locaced
In fha gmith rear veatihala,
The zhrive¢ wiae dismantled whet the church wds
rennvated to erect an entramce te the new hall,

STATUES
In the Fall of 198% che statue of our patreo, 5t. Jaohn
the Evangeliat, was -epbored az waz che statue of che
Bacred Hesrt by F. J, Minsel, Research had been deone
oo the colers of St. John's clothing, Sc, Joho greece
ell wha enter the middle vrestibule.
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1850-13%4
1855-1054
1858-1963
1868-1BE8
1BG6H-167H
1B78-18451
1e91-1914
1914-1915
13201053
1353-1370
1970-1275,
1575-1981
1951-1388
1336~

PASTORS OF ST, JOHW

Rev. Louwis J. Filiare

Aey.
Savy.
fay .
Rev.
Rew.
Rew.
Rew.
R,

Frenciz MWesterhol:
floysius J. Hoeffel
G. Audalf

Chris ¥iere

Jaha Jung

Joseph P, Gloden
Laoaard Plumenns

George Lang

Rt. Rev. John Vogel

Faw .
Fewr.

Ponzld R. Kleus
Thomas E. Wehinger

Fev. James K. Say

Hew.

Thomze E. Oedy
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PAIESY SOMS OF 5T. HMH PARISH

ASFISTANTS
DROAIMNED
. + Rev. Nax Walz, C.FR.5, 1823
4 FIRST LINE of assiatante wae hexa et 3. John, not a8
because of the size of the perish but becauss the + Rev. Beorge Forst 18
paxish served ac 4 misaion center for HoTthwsstarn + Hev. Julive Eittar 1904
Ohie, MNine assistants seryed the parish and its .
miesigns during the ysars 1B59 to 1875, + At. Aev. Max J. ¥al: 14918
+ Rey. Jasepn HRaible, C.PP.S. 1825
ATSOCTATES + Hav. Paul Saibert, 0O.F M, 1826
. + Hevy, Albin Bawver, C.PP.%. 1529
1935-1943 Fav. Joseph Sehill . -
18453=-1947 fey. Joseph Hsareman + PRev. Clarence Kroecke), C.PP.S. 1930
1943-1944  Rev. Sylvester Jchmelzer + Rev. Micharl Walz 1935
1344-1754 pev. Donald Klaus _ i
1154-1950 [tev. Frencis [rawford + Hey, Bichard Rawth, C.PP_S. 1434
10870 1062 Rev, Jamea 5. ﬂzgs ¥ Aey. Charles FI‘DElith. G,PP.S. 19472
19E2-193 [lev. [locbert Haes
1953-1264 Rev. Jomes 5. dzgo + Rev_ Richard Kissner, [ FFP.5. 15854
1964-1367 Rav. Albart Hiorin Rav. James Froelieh, C.PP.5, 1955
1967-1968 FRav. Martin B. Hasar N
19659 1972 FRev. David J. Becek Rav. Barnard Bolf 1961
1972-1374 Pev. John G. Hometreet Bav. John Stites 1976
1974-1972  Rov. Chsrles J. fenny ] . . )
1972 1382 HRev. Georae Wenzinger Wz would be remiss if we did not mention Father
i982-1323 Fev. Joha Fleck Cherles Ruess, the Defiance netive who grew up in
1853-1985 Rev. Gererd Rutfing ) )
1045-1997 fHev. Dowid Kirk the shedow of 5t. John. His golden anniverssry

of ordination was pbeerved August 15, 1981,

He cannot ley claie —o his being s member of St
Jolwe i his sarly years, Lot we do 1oy clain Lo his
zervices in retirement ss a celebrant, cQuaselor,
cunlasspr and friend. 0On Februoiy 28, 1995 fatler
Juass calebrated his ninety-second birthday and
1ika that crwryicar betlecy, he keeps yoing and

g7
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golng and going.
His oft-guoted phrage: "I om the hoppicat prisst
in ths world to be celebrating Wase with you."
Our roply: We are most thenkful and happy to have
you,
Ad multos snnos!

ARD NOW ... FATHER TOM1I
Father Thomes Erford Dedy haa begen pastor of St. Johnh
since 1986, following an essignment in Toledo as
Youth Chaploin ot the Catholic Club. He was prasanted
the Diocesan St. Aloysius Award for his work in that
copocity ond contimnual efforte for the youth ministcy,
He was part of the formetiem of the Charismatic
movement in Teleds and alao sarved az pastor of thae
Community of the Aizen Christ.
¥.E.S. (Youth Electe Bervice)} program was snothar of
Father Tom's projects, where youth under his
direction valunteered 3 week or weekends to help the
eldarly ancd cissbled needing repairs and cleaning of
their homes.
Father D. also has been sble ta travel to the Holy
Lend, Germany, Ireland, and seweral times to Rome &nd
pessed on his extgnsive trewel esperiences to his
perishioners.
He wie ordainagd in 1971 &t the Pontificsl Lollege
Josephinym. Fathar Toa Wehinger also was crfained at
this Seminery in 1861, so Josephinum has played a
part in the formation of our parish,

FZ

Fallawing is tha story of

ong lay employes who may

have achisvad & record for
service 9 our pariszh,

Vou will snjoy it. It was
written by Fr. James “roelich.

A BIOGHAPHY
ANDY FRIELICH was the janitor at St. John's Church for
pver thres degades, Todsy we would call him @
meintensnce esgineer, I guess. He was handy aAndy:
CErDantry, plumbing, electrical ekills ss well ss @
host of othar lasser achisvamanta eould bave eppeared
on nis resume. He was practical, shrewd, and
dadicated to the well-bzing of the buildings and lawns
of the psrigh. Hz rang the chupch bolle for the daily
AngelJs and far all the liturgicel ceremonies: daily
Mase, weddings, funerals. On Saturday ewenings, after
the Angelus, Bll thres belles in tha tower wersa ruhg
aimilteneously for several minute: in a glorious
annjuncemsnt af the Lard's Uay an tSe morrow. Andred
falimban Froelirh lived gut the Banedictine spirit of
his Alsstian sncestors: Pray and Work. His motto
w3s: Oa unka atherz as ynou woyld have them do unto
you. His kindnags was contagious; nis orderliness
wiE awssoma. Most important for me, he was my Dad.
It was a lot aof work to keep the school snd church
clean and in gead snape, There was a myriad of odd
Jobs that had ©a Je done around the rectory, the
convant, and slso the janitor's hnuse {which formerly
hed served as a schaal and a convant.} The lawns

g



needed mowing, shrubs needed trimning. gidawdiks

nseded edging. In the fall, leaves were raked, and
there was the ssemingly endless shaveiling of snow in
tne wintar -- during whieh time the boiler had to DE
cerefully tanded to previde heat. Ths west end of

the church besement was the perve center for

janitorial sdministretion. In addition to the huge
furnace, the boilers, and the cosl bins, there was @
grest workshep with toole of all kinde and sizes.
Uneountabla stecks of varying sizse af lumber end spare
parts were stored in sn crderly fashior. If what was
broken couldn't be repsired on the spot, 1t was brought
hera. Smells of sswdust, gresee, and metal gave off a
pleasant, rwsty odor. The £loor was dirt sp movable
wouden platforms wers used to &tand an. Perhaps the
post outstanding memory of ming is that of 3 huge iron
vlase. To <hig little bey, it symbolized maximum
utility. OF course, I'm sure it was much smeller in
reality thsn my memoriss evoke. In this workroom, all
tha palms for Palm Sunday were sLripped and clean=d.

Discarded candle stubs from tha sacTisty wer: collected,

melted down, snd farmed into new cendlas for uvse on the
altara. Many of my childhood toys were made in this
hellowsd plaece, all Teilacting DBed's creativily and
congummate creftsmenship. HWe was not only an efficient
janitar but also & kird of stifled Lecnardo da Yinci.
Most impartsnt, of course, he wRs a fether, not only to
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me, byt €lag in &8 wicerious way to the studants ot St.
Johr Schocl whoee ball gloves he mended and who knous
hpw mgny cther "necesssry" items he ropoired. He cwven
hzd the gkills of a cobbler. Irn Rie Lnigue wey, he
served ae 8n adjunct focLlty member at the school. As
ha abzasrvad, ha and tha Sisters nof 5t. Agreés "worked
in cahacts® for the welfarc of the kids,. T have no
idea to this day what a "cahoot® is. Msybe my brcther
Bob knows.

Andy wag a trumpet player in whet was called. if my
aeEmoTy 15 correct, the Defisnce Cedet Bend. Hie
trademark was his oral imitetion of trumpet sounds 2s
ha woTked sroyng tha grounde. Whils eweaping the
echool, hs could be heard "playing™ soma martial music
end accompanying himeelf by uveing an empty metal
wastebagkst s s drim. His love for muesic was echoed
in our home, I recall all kinds of accordions, guiters
and harmonicas in use. ‘When Sister Agnes Cecile
organized a hand at St. John School, Dad got me &
really beabtiful trumpet. Meyhée LT was 1o My genesy

Andy and Annie (Anna Mergaret Desch) were married in
5t. John's Church on April 26, 1910 in the midst of a
tarrible snaw storm. Jhay had come to church in
horea-drawn aleds since the carriages couldn't get
thraugh. But from thet cold stert, they geve to God
sevan children, . all of whom (except Franklin who died
before his fifth birthday, were involyed in the
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"janitorial lifestyle.” We helped to ring the bells
(high prestige job), mow lawns, shovel cosl, sweep the
schoel, eet uwp chalrs for meetings, run arrands for
the Sisters, serve lats Moases for visiting priests,
and you nama it, My first job I can Temember was
putting wp the knwelecs al Lthe pews in church sg Dad
ctould sweap faster. It was a gopher job but it

intruduced e Lo the art end sciengs of keeping a church

clean. T thep helped with the dusting. Thers iz not a
nook or cerner of 9¢. John's Churgh that has not felt
the impact of Andy's critical evye, checking an tha
qualjty g¢f work I did "to marn my kEagp.”

8o thera is anothar fragment of Bivine Providence.

¥hen the floed of 1913 wiped sut Andv's fob withk
Standard 0i1, ha went to Deluth, Minnesota to f£ind work
birt circumstences led him back to Defience end to
Forest Hill Farm with only twemty-five cents in his
pocket, Thinge evidently weme not going tod well.

One Sunday when he ahd Annie cema To town with little
Haraold end Donald for vespers, they wert @t by a very
unhappy pastor, Father Leona>d Plumanns, who had found
niz unreliable janitor absent once again. So he told
Andy to ring the bells for vespers end that she
janiter's job was his if he wanted it. They moved inte
the jenitor's housa which sat where the recently
demclichaed (1938) canvent stood. Becauss of the new
St. John School, parish builgings were baing moved
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and this included the house that eventually became

434 Jackson Avenues. The way 1 h?nr tell, the house
wasa't off the stilts yet when my brother, Fr. Charles
Froelich, C.PP.S. was born June 3, 1816 in the ators
room ofT the kitchen. The first months of Andy's lifs
as janitor were not dwlll

Ringing the beautiful bells of St. Jahn's was tha
firat officiel act of Andy s janitor. Madieval monks
referred to church bells as the Yoice of God calling
the pegple to praver. Andy considerod the ringing of
tha bells as ore of his most sacred responsibilities.
He taught me how to synchronize the three hells for
the gorgeous "Allelvia" afiet the Angelws on Saturdsy
night. It is & eound I shall never farget: three
free bells procleiming the resurrectian.

I can't resist adding one charming footnote to this
story of the bells. My only sister Hosemary was born
while he wags ringing the Angelus and <he was given the
middle mame pf Angela to commemorate the coincidance.
It szave &0 much shnwt where the center of the
Janitor's heart really was: proclaiming the glory of
God to the peopla of God by Tinging hells, sweaping
floors, psinting walls, mowing lawns, mending ball
glovas, doing to his neighbor what he hoped his
neighbor would do to hipg.
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when the bells of 5t. John reng end tolled for Andy's
ii.e. Dad's) funeral, it was Spring end the lilacs
were in full bloom. Just @ few wesks loter would have
baen his and Annie's golden wedding jubilee., But God
decided that he had waited long snough to heor the
heavenly Alleluis belle and so as ha and Annia left
the church together for the last time, my thoughts
wandered back acrass the years and 1 was ever grateful
thot I waz YAndy's boy." All because the bells of St.
John neaded to be rung to call attention to the people
of Deflanee that God, indeed, wee in their midet ama
Sunday long ego.

== Rav. Jamas E. Froelich, C.FP.S.

{Father Froelich is @ full-time Jaculty member at
5t. Joseph College, Renseelser, Indiana,)

23

{Father John S5tites i3 the

son of Floyd and Anna M.

Stites and attended our

5t. John 5School. He now

serves as Chaplain et St.

Rita's Hospital in Lima.)

MY MEMORIES OF S5¥F. JOHN*S

are s0 many and they are 21l GOOG! Wwhet e privilege
to grow up in the surrounding of so many good Histers
and Priests and Paopls!

No doubt the two Priests who had an influence on ny
life wara Msgr. Johm vongel and Fr. Dzgal As a
priest, I would later leern of 3o many atories
regarding Msgr. Vngel's 'atreet preaching' and his
quick wit in response to prieatly life and the
Nezese. A shatement that he onee made from the
pulait that I mocall as 2 yaung boy 8¢ have singe
vsed in my Prigsthnod, was in regards to compleints
he receivad ragsrdiig babies crying at Masa, T reecall
his statemest ~« "1 have recaived sowme camplaints abadt
babies crying &t Maszs Bnd disturbing the adilts! Let
me say this ta you parente «h2 have babies and small
children. 0Oon't worTy abdet tham crying ar making a
fuss in church. For #hen I hear 2 child ery, I koow
there is 4 caring parent at Massti"

And tne mamaries of sttanding catechiem clasess
during our high school days et Defience are too meny
and unprintable. The time w#Bsted cominp from the
High Schopl to the Church end us Seniors convincing
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